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LOCAL IRISH NAMES OF FISHES. 

B:v G. P. FARRAN. 

I n 1916 Dr. R. F. Scharff published, in The Irish Naturalist 
for J uly, a list of Irish names for fishes. Having at various times 
had opportunities of confi rming m any of the names given in this 
list and of adding others, i t seemed to m ~ advisable to pu t t his 
additiona1 information on r ecord , not as a final insta1ment but: 
rather as an inducement Lo others to fill up the m a ny gaps which 
still remain. I n _his introductory rem arks Dr. Scharff said: 
" Ji:xcept in the case of a few common species, it is doubtful 
"·hether th e names of the fishes I give can be considered fina l 
and it must 'be left to fu t ure r esearch es which n ames should b e 
used . " This statement still holds good for the present list, bu t 
it is to be feared that the oppor tuni ties which existed th ir ty years 
ago of recording the old local names are gradua1ly sl ipping away 
wi th t he rep lacement of the old race of fisherm en by t heir better 
educated successors, to whom th e dictionary m ay seem a m ore 
reliable source of information than trachtion. 

In recording names of fishes two courses a re open; one is to 
discard any n am e not a uthenticated by an Irish speaker from an 
actual specimen, or at least a picture, the other is to admit n am es 
·from e,·ery available source and rely on a consensus of op inion 
in determ ining th e correct name. The former course demands 
almost unlimited tim e and opportunities, which were not at m y 
disposal, a nd J have accordinaly follo\\"ed the latter course in the 
p_resent p ape~·- Consequently any word supported only by a 
smgle a uth ority m ust be look ed on as pro,isional. . It may be. a 
!ocal name used only in a small comm unity or family or a nam:e 
mvented on the spur of the moment by an informa1:t who 1s 
unw1llmg to admit ignorance or a tra nslation of a n English name, 
not actua lly current, or a name h eard from some other person 
an<l wrongly applied. 

It should be kept in mind bv those who might be inclined 
to cri tic ise the va riety and uncertainty of Irish names for fish~!:' 
that, ,nost of the generally accepted English names owe then· 
stability a nd universality to th e publication of s l andard works 
on English fisbes, such as those of Yarrell, D ay and Couch, the 
nearest approach to wh ich in Irish is Cladaigl, Chonamara by 
Seam us ~1ac Con Jomaii-e 58. 

In_ the follow ing I ist th e sp elling of names take~ d?wn 
verbatim or recorded as Irish in va rious lists nnd publications 
has been in most cases modified to noree with that given in 
Di11e~1~'s Irish Dictionary (Edi tion 1934) in order to n~roid t he 
repet1t1on of the sam~ word in vnrious form s. P ossibly th e 
v:uious spellings mny represen t local differences in promrnc intion 
but _the records, unl'ess m ade by an expert in phonelics, would b e 
o~ li ttle ~,alue. Sometimes, when there a ppears t-o be no recog
,n,1sed Irish _spellin_g, the names are spelled ns recorded, e .g. 
l urbot and its vnnants . 

'l'he nuthority for each name is rrh·en by a reference number 
or letter in th ick type p n :ceded \Yh e t~ req11 ired b_v nn C'xplnnat(on 
and followed by the locality when such appeared to be matenal. 
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'rhe al:lbreviations 0 ive11 within the brackets are explained in the 
list of authorities. 

0 

A question mark has been prefixed t,o certain 
names which seemed to be dou'btful but the absence of the query 
is not a guarantee of correctness. 

When the spelling of an Irish n ame as recorded is doubtful 
and the word as printed represents the English pronunciation it 
is criven in inverted commas. 

0 
'l 'he scientific names given are, for convenience of reference, 

those used by Travis Jenkins in The Fishes of the British Isles 
(London : Frederick Warne & Co., Lts:\., 1925) and the order 
foilowed is t hat used tberein. This is a very convenient and 
portable book of reference for identification purposes. 

'l'he name in Scottish Gaelic is only given when it has some 
bearing on an· Iri sh. name. It see1:ns not unlikely that_ in some 
dictionaries a Scottish name was mserted when an Insh namE\ 
was not availa'ble and vice-versa. Scottish names are mainly 
from Fol'bes (F ) or from ~ay's . British Fishes (19). Forb~s is 
unreliable as reaards ident1ficat1on as he groups different fishes 
as synonyms under a single headin~. 

· 'l'he Manx names have been kmtlly supplied to me by Mr. 
J. R. Brue~, the Acting Director of the Port Erin Biological 
Station. 

I am very grateful to the _many per_sons named in th~ List 
of Authorities who h ave supplied me, either in convers:'.1t10n or 
in writina with Irish names of fi shes. I owe a special debt of 
aratitude

0
to Mr. L. S. Gog~n who, having helped Dr. Scharff 

in his earlier publication, agam _offered his assistance to m e , read 
t hrou crh my MS. , helped me with suggestions as to spelling and 
etymglogy nnd kep_t me from m any mistakes into which my 
ignorance of Irish might have led I?e. My ,colleague, Dr. E. A. J. 
Went also has been very helpful 10 supply mg me with references 
to Irish names which he has met wi th in the course of his · 
reading. 

PERCH , P erea fli1.viatilis L. 
Donegal :- Peirse Din .. 
Mayo :-Paidh1each D,m. . . . , 
Galway :-"PeTchine' [English w1bh fris,h plural] 64; se1dthnr 73. 
Kerry:-Peirse 7~. 
Waterford:-Peirse SIJ. . . 
Unloca1ized :-Peirse, pearsa Dm ; creagag-uisge O'R ; creagag FI , 

steargan FI. .
11 

, D" . p l 
Scharff, from O'Re1 _Y s _ 1c~1onary, gives forrach for ere 1 , 

and O'Brien's Irish-Engl1s.~ D1ct1onary 1832 gives '' F orrach-an 
angling rod , also a perch, lbut, as Mr. Goga n Jrns pointed out, 
t he word forrach means a pole or_ perch, a measure of ]engtl~. 
Scharff, from Dinneen 1,st ~d . ., gives l'.1cnire deilgneach and is 
followed by O'N~ill L anes ~ 1,cbonary (L)_, lbut ~inneen 2nd ~d. 
gives iucaire deilgneach as a sharp spmed mmnow or thotn
back," i.e. stickleback. 
Scottish Gaelic:-Creagag H .S . Creagag uisge Dw. 

BASS , M orone labra:x; (L.). _ 
White Mullet and King of the l\follet, B elfast (15). B arsb 

(Dungarvan 811) Mullet or Bass Mullet, Belfast Lough 18 . 

/ 
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Mayo :-Brean nirgid (Achill 79) . 
Galway :-Doinge::m 86 ; doirgean 72 
E,;lare :-Cealg:rnh 88. 
Kerry :-Bas gheal 74, 87. 
Waterford :-Bnirs 84. 
Unlocalized :-Doingean Din. 

1'he \Vaterford name is nearer to the Danish, bnrs, or to th e 
Du tch , ·baars tha n to the English contracted form Bass, Anglo
Snxon Baers. 

SEA B1tEAM, Pagcllus ccntrodontus (D e la Roche) . 
Called Brazier in tbe North; Car£, Carp or Sea Bream in the 

~-forth-East 15. Brazier at P or trush 20. Thompson 1B and 
Sc.:harff 36 sav that tl1 e Se:1 Bream is called Gunner in the W est, 
but. I believ; t hey nre mistaken in th is. The fish universally 
cn lled Gu@ er or Con,ior in the \Vest is the B al lan \¥rasse, also 
called Bream in many places. 

In B elfas t L ough the Sea B ream is locally called Car£ or 
Carp 18, at the Gian t's Causeway Braize. B arwin in Antrim 19. 

Brazor (Din Rosses) and Brazier are regarded as English 
names in Don egal and Antrim IDin, 22 , 68, 71. 
Antrim :-Gairmneach (D fn R athlin); garbhanuch (67 Ratblin); 

lbarwin 19 ; breanor 22 . 
Donegal :-Garbhan O'R , 68, 71 , 76 ; garbhanach Din, 76, 82 , 89 ; 

'breasaidhe 50 ; deargog Din, M 'C ; ? :brean Din ; ? s ileog 
Din. 

Mayo :-Muc ruad 22, 211 (79 Achill); clearg:rn 82 ; bran 32 ; 
? smuigheall Din ; smaol, smaol leice L . 

Galway:-Bran M'C 17 25 32 49 58 72 · "bram " 63 ; bream 
M'C ; clenrgan 

1

(17 , A.i .),' 83 °; p'is6ogach (17 A.~.), 73 ; 
" fi s·hootha "? =1pise6gnd 1 63; piseog 46; c]pnrg,'in fa.1rrge 86 . 

Clare :-Piseogach 88 . 
Kerry:-Dearg!b M 'C, S.311, 38 , 41 , 57, 59, 74, 81 , 83, 87. 
W aterf~rcl :-Deargun 84. 
Unloc~l1zed :-Deargan O'R ; dearg-bbearg (a ?ream ? ~resh~rater 

Dm), (,sea. b ream 37) ; gn,irmnench 37 : s11gac.h .Om ; p1seog 
1D'in ; muc ruacl D in ; brcantncl.h O'R, Din. 
Since bream and 1brame are used common1y as English words 

for wrasse it is possible that some of the above Irish names h ave 
been wrongly referred to the present species ins t·ead of to the 
wmsse, but cJ.enrg,111. gnrbh:'m, brnn and pi. eog n,re 11ndo11btecll,v 
the true Bream. 

Tbe Dutch Zeebrasem and Flemish Zeebr:iesem are nearer 
to the North of Ireland name Bi·azier than is th e contracted 
English form Brenm . 
Scottish Ga~lic·-Bt·ian tadh, cleargan, gai•bham,ch, banvin F. 

CORBLERS, Cott us scorpi11s L., C. b1ibalis Bupb. 
Miller's Th umb in North of Ireland 15 , 18 ; Stingfish (C. scorpiu.s 

18 B elfast); " J ohnnie Doran" at Portrnsh; Cobbier at 
Bray, Co. Wicklow, 20. 

Donegal :-Macladh duinin 68. 
Mayo :-Greasaidhe L .. 
Gnlway :-Greasaiclhe 49, 72; grensaiclhe chladnigh 17, 58 ; 

nibac16ir 73 ; " ranruan " 42 r cen1111-rundhi'tn l, 
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Clare :-Greasaidhe 88. 
Kerry:-Greasaidhe 711 , 87. . 
W aterford :- B alb ch 84 ; coble1r 84. 
Unlocalized :-Greasaidhe an pbocain 36 ; grealsach O'R ; 

carrachan Din ; greasaidhe Din. 
I sle of 1\ifan :-Bu1lkione 78. 
Scottish Gaelic :-Greusaiche Dw. 

THE GuRNARDS, Trigla spp. 
Tbere are fhe gurnards which occur ,cornmon_ly ~n Irel and 

and one, the Long-finned Gurna rd (T. obscura), which 1s !1 scar~e 
accidental vis itor. Seamus Mac <?on Iornaire 88 ment10ns six 
kinds of gurnard w~ich are found m Connemara, _Crudan breac, 
c. soillseach, C. bu1dbe , C. dearg, C. glas, C. dedaneacb. The 
suaaested iden tifications of som e of these are give below. C. 
deilgneach is pro'ba:bly t~e P!per, as that species bas a th?rny 
snout and a lona spine on its gill cover, but C. •breac and C. bu1dhe 
must remain u~certain, they may be m erely colour varieties . 

'l'he names Gurnard, Knowd, Cruclan and· Cnuclan, like the 
French Grogn ard, appear t o be onomatopoeic words referring to 
the o-runtina sound made by the fish when baken out of t he ·water ; 
cf . c0

nn,dan ,
0

compla ining. :'.\fars~rnnclei· 31 howe \·cr takes Cl'udan 
a,s alhiding -to the hard crusty skm. 

GREY GURNARD, T rigla gurn ard11s L. 
Grey Gurnard or Knowcl throughout Ireland. 'l'he commonest 

species of gurnard . , . , 
Donegal :-Cruda.n 76, 83 ; cru~un glas 50 ; cnuda.n glas 89. 
Mayo :-Crud an 24, 32 , 83 ; crudt\,n glas 32 , 79. 
Galway:-Cru~a~ M'C, 17, 42 , 4~, 6~ ; ·cn6dan, cnuMtn M'C , 

46, 60 ; crudan glas 88, 73 , 86 , cnudan eadacb 72. 
Glare :- Orudan gl.1s 88. . 
Kerry ·-Cnudan M'C, S.34, 87 ; cnud:in glas 89 , 74, 81, 87. 
Waterford:-.Onud:in 8 ; cn~d:in ,glas _(pron_. _c~~mhdan) 84. 
Unlocalized :- Goirnead , ,go1rn O R, •Dm ; <lnul1cm 91. 
Isle of Man :-Crodane 78- . . 
Scot tish Gaelic :-Croonach 1_9 ; crudun, gom~ , go1rnead F . 
French :-Grognard or Gron elm 39. Nonregwn :- Knorr. 

STREAIOW GURNARD , Trigla lineata L. 

Waterford: - F eo9had:in 84· . 
RED GuRNA~D, T1'lgla cuc11l11s L. 

Donegal :- Crudan dearg 50, 76 ; cnudan denrg 89: 
Mayo :-Crudan d earg 32, 79· . . , .. 
Ga.hnn· :-Cnud{tn de.a:g 58 . 72 , u11Ja ,1 rl e;1rg 73. 86. 
Clare :~Crud an dearg 88-
Ken y :- Cni'.idan dearg S .34, 59, 63, 74, 81 , 89. 
Waterford :-Onamhdan deargit84. 

SAPPHIIUNE GuRNARD, Trigla hinmclo B loch . 
Ga lway :-Cnud:in soillseach 58. 
Kerry :-Onudan gorrn 74. 
Wat~rford :- Onamh dan ~orm-glas 84_-

_I 
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PrPER, 'l'rigla lyra L. 

Ca lled Piper at Youghal 15 . It m akes a whis tling sound wheh 
taken ou t of the water. 

Mayo :-r " Gracie Cludagh ' · 79 [ ? = Greasaidhe cladaigh]. 
Ga lway :-Pioba ire 86 ; Cruchin cainge 73. · 
Ken y :-Piopa ire 74 ; piopa ire dearg 38. 
Waterford :-Piopaire 84. 

PoGGE, Agonus cataphractus (L.) . 
Galway :-Muiricin 58. 
Unlocalized :- Searr6g (Din) . Dinneen 's defini t ion, " a fish of 

a brownish colour with li ttle claws on ·both sides of the 
n10uth,' ' is an ap t descrip t ion of the Pogge. Searr6g seems 
also to •be used generally for any small fish found between 
tidem arks. 

ANGLER, L opliius piscatorius L. 

Frogfi sh, Friar, Molly Gowan , Briarbot; a t Strangford Kilmaddy 
15; ;Mullagoon 73 ; MuJligacloon 36 ; Brah win at Port rush 20 ; 
som etimes ca lled Catfish. The Monldish or Angel Ray 
(Hhi11 a. sq11ati11a) (p . :.!,>) ;111d l i.J e .\ nglc·r a.re somelirncs 
co11LL11.secl 1Yi t,h ca c:-h other. 

Down :-" Pillaich " 18. 
Donegal :-" G0tta " or " gettha " 51. 
Mayo :-Laimbineach Din, 79. 
Galway :- L aiml1ineach (Din A.ran) 58, 73 ; ? brathair 86. 
Clare ::-'' Seim Laveen '' 54 [ = Se_:i.n an laimhfn or Sean na 

la1mbfne]. 
Ken y :-Deilgin deamhain S34, 711, ; m ournoch 87: anglait Din ; 

angala (Din B allyferri ter). 
Waterford :-Iascaire 84. 
Unlocali~ed :-Anglaidb (a monkfish or frog angler, Din); 

plea1ch (Irish, F ) ; anafl6id (an angel fi sh , a fi sh wi th a 
cloven breast, Din); " manafloid " (36, Munster). 

I sle of Man :-Guilley-pern 78. 
Scottish:-" Molly Gowan " F. 

The word L a imbfneacb alludes to the resemblance of t he 
pectoral fins of the Angler to ha::ids. 

LESSER "\VEEVER, Trachin u s vipera Cuv. & Val. • 
Stony Coblbler , Yo1~gba~ 15 ; " B rut-e " at P ortrush (? =iJ.:J ruid] 20 . 
Donegal :- Gonad61r Dm 68 70 71 76 · 1bruid 80 · broid (a sma ll 

fish , L ) . ' ' ' ' ' 
l\fayo :- Filbfn Din (77 Dugort ) 79. 
Galway :-Iasgft.n an o-hait h nimbe (58 Connemara) ; 

" Muil'bweeha " or ~ Muirgweeh a " (IJ9, L eenane) [? = 
m uirbruidha]. 

Unlocalized:-? Deilgin deamb ain (devil fish, Din) ; ? dealgan 
deamhain (a small spiny fish , Din). Deilgi?1 deam hain is 
used for the Angler in K erry . 

I sle of Man :-Colgacb 78. 
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MACKEREL, Scombcr scom bcr L. 
. -\.ntrim :-R onnach (67 R athlin) . 
Donegal :-Mu d as (Din 'l'ory ), 11/l'C, 50, 68, 69 70 82 83 89 · 

murlasc (Din Torr) ; mmleas 76 ; ronnach (68 Tory) . ' ' 
M a:yo :- 1\fodas L ; J:onnach 24, 32 , 61, 79, 83. 
Galway :-Ronnach M'C, 40, 49, 58, 60 63 72 73 83 86; 

m urlas M'C. ' ' ' ' ' 
Clare :- Ronnach 88 ; macread 88 ; 11 m ackered" 511. 
Keny :-Ronn ach 74 ; ranga M'C , 44 ; maircreal M'C S34 59 

74, 81 ; m aicreil 41, 44; m aicereal 83; '11 shu'gu ,', 
(59 Brandon ) ? =siogach. 

Cork:-Macrael 60. 
Wat erford:-Macrael 84. 
Unlocalizecl:-Rionnach O'R , Din; ronnach rnnaa reanga Din ; 

macrael, m aircreal, m arcreal O'R Din ' L " ' ~ 
Isle of .Man :- B reac-varrey 78. ' · 
Scottish Gaelic :- Rion nach 19, F ; m acre il F. 

Th ere is a _proverb_ c urren t on _the ·west Coast of Ireland :_: 
11 The three swiftest t lungs that swim in the sea th e roe the r6n 
nncl the ronnach " .. (32 C)are I.). 11 R oe, r6n is r~nnach " 
(40 R ou,ndstone) . , ~ ~n, hop? shugu " (59 B randon) . 11 Ruth a 
ran ga n~ r6n, ,na t n ~r1c 1s mo s1u~hal sa bhfaraige " (44 Blasket) ; 
.. Na tn rudm 1s lu a1the s:in bhfa1 n ge, roe , r6n is rnnnach " Din. 

. TuNNY, T hynnus t hynnus (L.) . 
Galwav :-Tuinnin 86. 
Kerry ~- Tuinnin 81 ; ? bullaman 74. 
Unloc.al ized :- T uinnin Din. 
~ . 

- · BARREL- OR WRECK-FISH, Lirus pcrciformis Mitchi ll. 

T his is a scarce fish w_hich som etimes accompan ies floa t ing 
t imber or barrels covered with barnacles . • 
Gahray :-Breae git'1 irlinne , i. e . barnacle fish 58. 

H ORSE M ACKEREL OR SCAD , Cara 11 x t rachu rns (L.) . 

Crea H errin a or Craig H erring in .Doneaal 22 50, 76 ; H,ock 
"H errin a 

0

20 (80 An trim ). " ' 
Antrim :-'? Gaspe1: " (80 Rathl in) . 
Donegal :-Scadan creige 50, 68, 70, 76, 82, 89. 
~fayo :- Bolman Din, 24, 79. 
Galway :- Bolman M'C, 17, 25, 40, 42, 58, 60, 63 , 73. 
Cla re :-Raipear 88 ; Sceacl 88. 
[( erry :-Gabhar S.34, 38, 41 , 57., 59, 74, 81 , 87. 
\Vaterford :-Sceaicl 84. 
Un localized :-Ga bh ar ma_rn Di~; Gabhal' Din ; Scaclan cairrge 

Din; Scn · l.'ti! e1L:;;o Dm. (See al,;o 11 11Cler S li ,td p . :H). 

J ou N D oRY , Zeus Jab er L . 
.lucky Dory . J ackie D6d _(8'! Dingle). . 
Donega l :- ? Ceann creaga,rlm 68 ; Sean cloraf 89. 
U a_yo :-Ball dearg 79. , 
Kerry :- Donncha d na sul mor s31J. ; <leal'ga n 6r- bhu irl be 74. 
Cork :-Dobbaire M'C. 
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Wa terford :- L eatlt6g De 84. . 
U nlocalized :-Deora , deoradh, deoraidh, deoraidhe Dirl . 
I sle of Man:-Kiark-van ey 78. 

'l'he name Dory seem s akin to Dorade which is applied locally _ 
in South-\Vest E urope to Yarious species of Sea B ream , though 
i t ·belongs more properly to the Giltb ead (P agms a1lrat1ls) in 
which the golden colour is prominent . I n most E uropean 
coun t ries the nam e of the D ory in their respecttve languages is 
S t . P eter 's Fish , so called from the thum·b-mark on its s ides. 

S woRDFrsrr, Xiphias gladiiis. 
Donegal :- ? Gobach (Din Tory ) . 
U n loco l ized :-? L ann iasc 17 ; ? lainn-iasc or luin n-iasc ( a spenr

ling, a swordfish Din) ; ? colgan Din ; luinniasc ( a sword
fish O'·R ). 
It is unlikely , as Scharff bas noted, that any of the above 

names, recorded as s11·ordfish, are applicable to th e true Swordfish. 
'rhey almost certainly refer to the Garfish which is somet imes 
called sword.fish. 

GonY, Gobius spp. 
Galway :-Mac S iubha in 50, 72; snag 86. 
Kerry : -Snag 84. . 
Unlocalized :-B righdeog (H olt quot ed by Scharff 36); blathlLn 

31 . . 
Dineen gives II snag " as meaning " a small fish found in 

pools and fissures when the tide receeds. " 

DnAGONET OR S 1rnLPIN , Oallionymus lyra (L.). 
11 

Sandfish " at Bray, Co. Wicklow 20. 
i\Iayo :-Iascan nim be 79. 
Galway :- I ascan nimhe 58, 72. 
Wated ~rcl :-Scailpin (a seal pion Din); Scailpin (36 Waterford). 
Unlocalizcd :- Scailbfn (36, fide Gogan) . 

The E nglish n am e Sk ulpin is a forn1 of the word Scorpion , 
also used in L atin and Greek as the name of a fish. 

Lm1P SUCKER, Cyclopteni s lumpus L . 

H enfi sb (Tarbe t), Sea H en (Glyn) 65. 
Mayo :- Bunclt'.m lice 79. 
Clare : - F6cHn m6na 65 . 
Kerry :-L easan l ice 74. 
U H loca lized :- L eason l ice (a kind of fi sh tha t c!ings to rocks , 

Din) . 
Bundun l ice usua lly m eans a Sea Anem one. 

Sucrrnas, Liparis and L epa.dogaster spp. 
No Irish name has been m et wi th for t hese smail shore 

fi shes. 
SHANNY, Blennius pholis L . 

'.l.'his is the commonest Irish species of Blenny and is 
probably the only one which has an Irish nam e. 
Called P a rro tfish in the South 15 ; Sh aw and P anotfish in 

Ireland 19. 



Galway :-Ct;ann cruaidheachan (17 A.I. ) ; cruachan 73; ceanu 
ruadh{m 58, 72 . 

-Kcny :-Ceanu cruaidli Din ; cea11n cruaig 38. 

BuTTEHFLY BLEXNY, Blennius ocellaris (L.) . 
No Irish name has been noted for this noticeable but rather 

scarce little fish. 
~UNl\EL, PETE_R-lrnrn-EYES OR BUT1'EHF! S II , Pholis gunnelltLS (L ). 
· Calle~ , Clanr~ 111 the North [_also Flutterick. Ed. J, Codliek 

( 1\11 S_kimmm), . Lamprey at _Ro1;1nclstone (Nimmo) '' 15; 
Cod dick at Carrickfergus [? m1sprmt for Cod lick J 20 • Nanny-
nine-eyes a~ Bray , Co. Wicklow 20. ' 

Galway :-Piast an da sbuil deag 17 , 42, 58 ; L acha da. sbuil deag 
49; searrog 25, 58 ; malra cuith 58, 72 · ballaci1 86 

\Vaterford:-Da sh uil deag 36. ' . 
Un localized :-Cai lleach bbreac Din. 
I sle of i\1an : -Cod lag 78. 

'l'be common Irish name, which alludes to the row of 
ocellated black spots along the dorsal. fin, is also used for the 
Lam~rey. . Th is accounts for Thompson's sta tement that 
t he (,-unnel 1s called L amprey at Ro_undstone. The Manx n ame 
Cod lag, . apparently used at one time in Co. Antrim needs 
explanation. ' 

CATFISH, Anarrhichas liL7JUs (L.). 
D :i1w g:i.l : -? C,1t m.~rn, 83. 
:\L1y:) :-? Cat m a,ra 83; ia sc: a c:hait 79. 
G:1hrt1 \·:-1 Cnt 'lTJcHa 83. 
Eerrv :-? Cn t m rm:t 83. 

'I'his fisil !s not a normal den,zien of Irish waters. As the 
name _Catfish 1s also used for the Torsk _(Brosmivs brosnie) and 
sometime~ f?r the Angler and the R ocklings, it is very doubtful 
what fish 1s mtended by the names cat mara and iasc a cba it. 

Rrnn0Nr1sn OR RED BAND FISH , Cepola rubescens L. 
Xo Irish name has yet been noted. 

SAND S~IEL'l', A thcrina pres byter J enyns . 
Smelt and P ortaferry Cbicken in the Nort h 15. Pincher 

(19 P ortrush) . 
Galway:-" Dubhy " 25. 
Ken-y :-Traslan 74. 
Unlocalized:-? Tros~an L; ? millsea1_1 (Smel t, Osmerus L ). 

.\Ieallog, gi1·en rn L , means milt, not Smelt. Millsean 
usually menns n kind of se'.1weed_, p robably Lam in aria. 

These names need conf1rmat1on as there is some doubt as to 
what fi sb is meant iby Smelt. Th e true Smelt or Sparling 
(Osm crus) is a very doubtful native of Ireland. 

GR1,Y M ULLET, M11gil chelo Cuv. 
Donrgn l :- L nnn amha il 50; lannach 82 ; mu ill eat lia tb 83 ; muilit 

glas 89. 
.\1ayo :-Lannt1ch 24, 61 ; muileid li atb 83. 

, • 

l 

0 

Galway :-Lannach (17 Connernara) 58, 60 ; muille~d,. muille 
(17 Aran); lannach glas 86 ; mill'ead 42, 48 ; mu1lle1theach 
eadach 72 ; millead glas 73. . . 

Kerry :-lVIillead M 'C, 59, 81 ; muilleitheach 38 ; m1llead liath 74 ; 
millead glas 87. 

Waterford :-Imilleacl glas 84. . . 
Unlocalizcd : ~lVIi lleacl O'R , D in ; bleitheacb, 1ble1clh tbeach D m ; 

lannacb Din ; " millede·" 3 ; muilleacl F . 

'1.'HREE-SPINED S1'ICKLEBACK, Gasterostc11s ac11lcat11s L. 
T horn back, R. Shannon ; P inkeen, South of Ireland; Sprickle-

back in North of Ireland 15. Spricklybag (20 Antrim)• 
Galway :-Garmachan 73 ; maor an eisc 86. 
Kerry :-Maor an eisc 74. 
'fipperary:- Ta irnin 37. . , . 
Unlocalized :-Colgan Din ; 1b iorach lodaiD (17 S.F.); me::ure 

deilgneacb D in ; maghar (maor) an eisc Din, 37 ; pmcin 37. 
Scottish Gaelic :-Biorag lodain, iasc deilgneach F. 

SEA S'r ICI,LEBACI, , Ga.stci-ostcus spinacl1 ia (L'.). 
H orn-eel in North, Hornfish in B elfast lVIarket 15 . Horn-eel at 

Por trush, from a fancied l'escm·blance to the Garfisb 20. 
Sometimes regarded as a young Garfish 23. 

Donegal :-Piti ruibha (68 Rosses) . 
Galway :-Garmach an fairrge 73. 
Kerry :-Corr gbobach 74. 
Unlocalizecl :-Birag-lodain O'R ? gobach; con ghobach 36. 
Isle of Man :-Snaid-va rrey 78 , i .e. snath aicl mhara, " sea

n eedle '') . 

BA.LT.AN \VnAss1,,' L abr11s 111nc11laf11s Block. 
Bavin in N.E. Ireland, lVIorrian a~cl l\Iurranroe near Giant's 

~:rnse:wa.y, Gregneh in th e .Kol'l11 of k t-ln.nd 15._ C+ ~mner 
m R at,h l,in 67, l\fa,yo 24, Galway 25. C'cm lC':· m h.en:.v• 
B_yun in Donegal 52 a-ml •S kigo . Rock fi :;,,lf •in Jnishrn(t,:l!l Di,n . 
Rook B reu.m on \V. Coast 23. Rock B 1eMn at Bray , C0 . 

Wicklow. 
Byun in Donegal, Gunner in Mayo and Galway and Connor in 

Kerry are held to be English names by the fi sher~11en. 
-:\Ie<n'in a t P ortrush 43. Ogilby ,_,1y.; ,t-h.i t the n a 1ne :'.f l'•!'l'll1l'O<.) 

is reserved for the Cuckoo \Vrasse (L. rnixfos) . 
Down :- B avin 4 . 
Antrim:-Moran (67 Rathlin) 80 · mearn (43 P ortstewart); 

"murran" (9 Rathlin) . ' 
Donegal :-Ballan 50, 51 , 76, 82, 83, 89 ; priocaire (juv. 76). 
Mayo :-Ballach 24, 32 , 61, 79, 83 . 
Galway :- B allacb 23 , 40, 42, 46, 80 ; ball an 83, 86 ; bal lach beag 

(17 Aran); ? boclach ruaclh (17 Aran). 
Clare :-B allach 88. 
Kerry :-Ballach M'C, S34 38 "1 81 83 b 11 1 b ac 41 · ballan 74. ' ' ,,. ' I ; a ac 1 re, ' ' 
Waterford :- B allan 811 . 
Unlocal!zed :-Ballach , 'ballan Din ; bullach O'R ; m6irin (a small 

vanety of t he connor-fisb, !Din); creidhreacb 37; fothu igeach 
(a very large connor , Din K erry 37 . 
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Isle of Man :-Bolian 78. 
Scottish Gaelic :- Crea gag F ; bialaoghan F. 

CucKoo WRASSE, Labr·us micctus L . 
Sometimes called " Livery Servant " and " Livery Fish " in the 

North 15. i:Merrinroe at Por trush 20. 
Donegal:-? Doctuir 50 (a red wrasse, the boss of all the byans, 

51) (23 · Killy begs). 
Mayo:-? Doctuir (speckled bream, L ); " Molla molatbu " 

(79 Achill) . 
Galway :-Ballach Muire (17 Aran) 60. 
Kerry:-? Creireac L . · 

CoRKWING, Grenilabrus rnelops (L.). 
Connor on vVest Coast of Ireland 23. 
Mayo :-Seacach bhallach 79 ; lbothchur 79. 
Galway:- T arbh, also 1bod gorm (17 Aran)· bothchur or 

buthr,hur 58. ' 

. GoLDSINNY, Gtenolabrus rnpestris (L. ). 
Pink brame, two-spot lbrame and poisoned brame (19 Dublin). 
Galway:-? B od gorm 58. 

It is doubtful to which of the wrasses the name B od norm 
should be applied; poss~ly to the female · Cuckoo W rass~ on 
account of it~ blue markings. l\.Iathair na mballach (a fish sb: 
inches long with external rows of tee~h. Din) is probably a species 
of wrasse. 

Coo, Gaclus mo1rhua L. 

At Portaferry codling when young, buddagh [bodach] when 
middle-sized and cod.fish when adult (16 Co. Down). 
Buddagh 3-8 lbs. at Portaferry 20. Small cod are called 
tamlin -at Yo11ghal 22 and Cork 23 and tumbling at P assage 
E ast 22, stump (43 Portstewart). 

Donegal :-Trosc 50, 76, 82, 83, 89. 
Mayo:-Trosc 61, 79, 83. 
Galway :-Trosc 17, 23, 25, 40, 42, 49, 72 , 83, 86. 
Clare:-Trosc 88 ; ? clomore 54. 
Kerry :-Trosc M'C, S34, 57, 69, 74, 81 , 83, 87. 
Cork: - Trosc 60. 
Waterford:-Trosc 8, 84. 
Unlocalized :-Trosc (D!n, 3 ; cei!Huin O'R ; bodacb ruadh O'R; 

? bodach dubh (a kmd of codfish, Din) . 
Isle of Man: -Boidd agh 78. 
Scottish Gaelic :-B6dacb, ,bodach-ruadb, trosg, tamlin (salted) 

F. 
CODLING or young Coo. 

Mayo: - B odach 24; " stump " 77. _ 
North of Ireland :-:-~odach_ (67 Ra~hlm); stump (43 P orts tewart) . 

. Waterford:-Tro1phnn (Dm, D ec1es) 84. 
U nlocalized :-Bodach Din ; troiscin Din 1st eel . f roiplenn t roisc 

Din 1st ed. ; saoidhean truisc Din. ·' 
Scharff gives fei l teog, from_ O'Reilly's Dictionary, as meani ng 

cod but, a$ Mr. Gogan bas pomtecl ou t to me, feilteog p~·operly 

.. . 

11 

means a pod or cod (Latin follic11l1Ls) c.f. cod-piece in mediaeval 
costume. 'rhe m isunderstanding, as it appears to be! must_ have 
arisen early, as H. O'Sullivan in bis Diary (1829)_ g1ve_s f_e1H_eog 
as an a,lternatiYe to trosc. Armstrong's Gaelir, _D1ct10uary, 
followed by D\\'e1ly and F01,bes, girns feilteag ·a.s meaning cod . 
F eilean for cod in L ane's Dictionary seems to be the same word. 

HADDOCK, Garl1ls aeglifinus L. . 
Donegal :-Had6g 50 ; fead6g 76, 83; glas6g 82 : cad6g 82; 

cead6g 89. 
.Mayo :-Cad6g 24, 79 ; hagoig 83. . 
Galway :-Cad6g (17 A.I.) 23, 60, 72, 73, 83 ; cudog 86. 
Clare :-Cad6g 88. 
Kerry :-Cad6g S34, 74, 83, 87 ; cud6g 38, 69, 81 ; had6g 57 ; 

cod6g M'C. 
·cork: - Cad6g 60. 
Waterford :-Cad6g 8, 84. 
Unlocalized :-Cad6g Din ; cudoge 3. 
Isle of Man :-Attag 78. 
Scottish Gaelic :-Adag, cadog F. 

Brn, Ga<lus l11scus L. 
" Henfish B elfast Market , Crossfisb Galway Bay " (M'Calla) 15. 
Down :-Braize or Brazier, Belfast L ough , also .used for G. 

m inutus 18. 
_-\ntrim :-" Maggelagy " (20 Portrusb) . 
Galway :-Cabh6g 17 ; ? t rosgan sturoige 58. 
U nlocalized :- Saraoilleog, praiscin 39. 

Poon Coo, Gadus minuti.s 0. F . Muller 
Down :-Braize or brazier (18 B elfast Lough) . 

\VnrTING, Gadw: mer/angus L. 
Donegal :-Feannoa 61 · :fionnain 68 · faitin (Din Tory) ; faoitfn 

t:> ' ' 82, 83, 89. 
Mayo :-Faoitin 79, 83 ; faightfn L . 
Galway :-Faoitin 26, 60, 72, 73, 83, 86; mongach 2 ; 

cuidhteag 79. 
Clare:-Fuitin, sfuitiu 88. 
Kerry :- Faoit!n 88, 57, 74, 81, 88, 87. 
Waterford: - Faoitin 84. 
Unlocalized :-Faoitin Din ; feannocr Din ; du ileachan Din ; 

glasau Din ; m ongach Din 23 - ~ancracb Din ; cuitslrncb F ; 
splainncin (~ kind of whiti~g Din); blaghan L . 

Isle of Mau :- F mnag 78. 
Scottish Gaelic :-Feannag F . 

CoALFrsn, SA!TJIE, Gachts virc11s L . 
It is difficult to separate the vernacular names of this .species 

into Engli~h and Irish, as names which appear to be English are 
used 'by I nsh speakers and vice-versa. I n most places there are 
separate_ names for every stage of growth from young fishes three 
or four mcbes long to those wein-hincr several pounds. 

t:> t:> 
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In the follow1ng lis t the names are given in order from the 
sm all stages upwards. 
Down :-G~lp!n, blockan, 'black pollack (12 S trangford L ough). 

G1lpm , iblockan , greylords, glashin (16 P or taferry) . 
B lockan, greylaird or grey-fish or old blockans 11. 
P ickie, 1blockan, glashin, stanlock , grey lord (18 B elfas t ) . 

Derry :-Grey lord, weight 14 lbs. , 6 , 86 ; glashin 80. 
Antrim :- Blockan, glashin, coalies (80 D unseverick) . 

P ickoc, b lockan , glashan , greylord (9 Rathlin). 
Cullings, glashan , greylords (22 B allycastle) . 
Cu~l~inn or cudan , glasb an (Din Antrim) 80. 
Ce1tmneach (a two-year-old coalfish Din); cudau 

(young coalfish 67) ; " ibullyaovr " (youna coal-
" fi sh 36),; glash i~ (43 P ortste,~ar t). 

0 

Donegal: - Sheean ( =sao1dhean) , o]assan beer glassan m 6r 
(61 Teeliu) (52 Teelint 0

' 

Sheeans, small glasson, louders, greylords (22 
J)onegal) . 

Saoidhean, glasan beag, glasau m6r, liuda r (71 Bally
ness). 

Tus~acks or grey lord~, (94 Moville) . 
Sao1dhean , glasan, huclar (68 Gortahork ) (70 D un

gloe). 
" Pikeeghs " ( = piocacb ) , glasbcu, grey lords (22 

Malin Head) . 
Glasan, glas:'m m6r, liudar 76. 
Saoidhe:i.n, glasan, liudar 82. 
Piacar (Din I nishowen); saoclhan (Din Rosses) ; 

glasan m6r 83 . 
Sligo :-" Glasson " (22 MullagbmorE:). 
Mnyo :- Mongach 24, 32, 79 ; m onach (32 Cloohmore) . alasoo 24 · 

pul6g dubh 83. 
0 

• 
0 0 

• 

Galway :-Mongach 2, 60, 72 ; m ongach dubh (110 Connemara) • 
,glas6g (25 B allynnkill ) 72, 73 ; gleas6g 83, 86. ' 

" Glossan , m oulroush and coalfish (full-grown ) to 
differen t stages " (15 R oundstone). 

Kerry :-Crotb6g (57 B_rando~) (59 Du nqu in); glasan 711 ; pull6g 
(38 B allmskell1gs); pol6o S34 · mano-ach 83 ; 
greasaide Din ; greasai dubh M 'c .' O 

Waterford :- Glassen 12; rugnn 84: 
Unlo.~ali~e~l :~ P i~ca ch , ju:'· D in ; saoidhean pioca igb , jnv. Din ; 

K 1II1g =cileac, cu1l~6g (36 W est Coast) c.f. cui leac, al. 
cileac, a small trout (Dm Kerry ) . 

I sle of Man : - B loggan 78. 
.l!'ren~h :-Le Li~u Noir ~O, c.f. Liud~r in D onegal. 
Scott1s_h Gaelw :-Sao1dbean , p1ocach, caileag, _ cudden , 

ce1denach , iblockan , glassan, stanlock, m oulrush, greylord F. 
Pou .ACK, L w rm, Gn,lu.~ pl)l/ac;71; -, ~ I 

R ack_ies, young up to six inches,. a t P ortrush 2'0•. ,. 
Antrim :-Luadh6g or. luath6g Dm,; liuga (lythe 67 R athlin ) . 
D onegal :-Magacb D1~ 51 ; deargog Din 76 ; (82 T ory) (89 Tor.v) 

(77 Gortahork); sn1lin 69 (83 Down inos) (89 n ' · ) (76 
R ·11) · blath · dl · 7 • 0 ownmgs osgm , 1 tua 1 • J UV . 0 ; cutleog ruadh (76 R osguill) . 

1,; ., 

i fayo :-1\Iagach lDin ; mongach, m onach (32 Clare I. ) ; p ul6g 83_; 
,bollog (L N . l\Iayo) ; bolg6g (a small pollack 24) ; mulru1s 
(a large pollock 24) Din ; mulras Din·; glussan 79. 

Galwny:-Mangach 17, 40, 72, 73 ; m onach 49 ; mongach M'C , L , 
25, 83, 86 ; plob6g 112 ; glas6g 17. 

Clare :- Mangach 88. 
Kerry :- P oll6g M'C, S34, 38, 41, M, 57, 81 , 87 ; pu116g 83 ; 

toll6g Din ; bodaichln buiclhe Din ; bodaire beag ( small 
pollack M'C). 

Waterford :-Poll6g 811 . 
Un localized :-P lob6g Din ; poll6g O'R , Din ; to116g O'R ; 

croth6g Din . 
M any of the names used on the west coast for P olla_ck o.nd 

Coalfish seem to 1be interchangeable and used with a different 
mean ing even in adjacent locali t ies. 

L1:rn, Jlolvtt 111olva (L.). 

Antrim :- L anga (67 R athlin). 
Donegal :-Longa 61, 83 ; long 50 ; longan 52 ; lanach 68 ; 

langach 89. 
Mayo :- Longa 79 ; liouga 83. 
Galway :- Longa (17 A.I.) 40, 42, 49 , 83, 86 ; langa 60 ; lang 

M'C, 72, 73. 
Clare :-Lonng 88. 
Kerry :-Longa 67, 74, 83, 89 ; Ianga M'C ; lannga 81 ; deo.rgalear 

longa-S34. 
Cork:-L anga 60. 
Waterf~rcl: - L ong 8 ; longa 84. 
Uulo~ahzecl :-:-Langa, tang, long Din ; long O'R. 
Scottish Gaehc :- L anga , long F . 

As Scharff 36 has pointed out, the Irish no.me comes closer_ to 
the Scand:rnaYian form , Norse L ange, Swedish L ange, Damsh 
L an00-e, -than to the Enolish Lino F rench L ino-ue or German L eng. 

b 0 1 o 

HAKE . i\lerlucr. ius "!:1tlgaris Flem . 

Donegal: - " H ae" 60, 61 , 83, 89. 
Mayo :-Colm6ir 24, 83 ; " cullomoel " (79 Acbill ) . 
Galway:-Colmoir 17, 48, 49, 60, 73, 86 ; ct'.t! m6r 83. 
Clare :-Clomoir 88. 
Kerry :-Colm6ir S34, 38 , 67 , 74, 81 ; collamuid 69; cam6ir 83. 
Cork:-Colm6ir 60. 
Waterford:-Colmoir 8, 84 ; " H ae" 83. 
::lcottish Gaelic:-Colamoir F . 

NonYegian Kolmule, Kolkjaft, both meaning black-m outhed , 
and D anish K ulmule seem , as Marstrander 31 has suggested, to 
explain the origin of the I rish Colm6ir. The Achill name 
'' Uullomoel,'' if a genuine survival is an even closer approxima
ti~n to the ~candanavian form. B allyb ack , Co. Waterford, is 
said to take its name from this fish. 

TADPOLE F 1s 11 OR LF.!';SER Ft) Rl\llEAHD 1?a1i iccps ra11im ts (L .). 
Galway :-Donno.nacb dubh (17 -A.I.).' 
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'r1mEB- AND l~1vE-llEARDED l1oc1,L1l\Gs , .\Jolclla lricirrata (B I. ' 
M . nw8lcla (L.). 1 

. The~e species are_ not readily distinguished, especially in their 
young shore-frequeutmg stages. 
Ca lled " catfish " at Portrush 20, e vidently on acco t f th ·. 

· ' whiskers." ' un ° en 
.Mayo :- Donnanach 32. 
G-a lway :-Donna nach (17 A.I.). 
Kerry :-Donnan Din, 69. 
Un!ozalircl~-~• : o:s~ ~e)vro~; •~

1
36 ; ronst divrone 19; ? don::i6n 

. 'f o~ 60 ? s cl Idnh ,d· . ~ aunoge " (36 ? Waterford);: 
. s ~am n g ; . ma. a rmtm (a small fish resemblina r 0 

Dm); langa carra1ge 91. b a mb 

Probably from donn, the colour, rathei· than from donan, a 
weak ling. 

Tons K OR CATFISH, Brosniiu.~ lirosnic (A ) SC • . 

Scharff 36 on the a uthority of Marstrand 31 · 
doubtfully , mulrus as the Irish name of thfs :fisehr Agitvhes,Tveryk 
· th fi I · t · 1·1 l h · s e ors 1s a n or ern s 11 1s un 1rn y t at any Irish sp 1· :fi h 
h P h •bl • - ea nna s erman 

as e ver seen one. ro a y what was meant b ll k 
coalfish . · was a po ac or 

GREATER AND LESSER SANDE EL, A.mmocl?Jtcs lan. l t L . 
A. tobianus L . cco a 1t s esau,., 

" Sneddan "A. tobianus" Sandee! "A. Lanceol t • D d 
Bay, Co. Down 16. a iis 

111 un rum 
. Donegal: - Corr M'C, 60,_ 61 , 68, 71 , 76, 82 , 83; corr seanta Din 

Mayo :- Corr 24, 83 ; curmne (greater), corr (lesser) 79 · 
Galway:-Scadan gainmhe 17, 40, 68, 60, 63 (areater 73). co 

gainm be 17, 83; corr s1 ~11~a (greater 72); ~Orr gbobach 6r 
spiarlint ( lesser_ 72); b1llm1, pl. (lesser 73). 

Kerry :-Scadan gammhe S34, 38, 57, 74 ; corr aainmhe 83 · 
spiarilin t M'C. b ' 

W aterford: -Corr 83. 
U nloc::dized :- Scad an gainmhl:} Din ; gearran gainm.he Din ; corra 

maid~ in (J.P.H. L)_; corr ghobach (a large species of sand
eel Dm) ; ? lbolg clea ig (a small sand-eeI Din)· adbineach als. 
gib (a sm~ll san~l-e~l ~s~d, as bait D~1; sp!airlint (M'K Din); 
gobog (0 R, Dm) , o 01bm als. guibm Dm · corr uaithne L 
[ c.f. " corm _m~ine," Gt. Pipe-fish 321. ' 

I s le of l\fan :-G1bbrn-rnooar (greater), oibb in (1 ·) 78 
Scottish Gaelic :-Snecldan F. b essei · 

M r. Gogan suggests that sneddan =,snath-<d f p· 
f
. I ( 

1
,..,) . et an, c. . 1pe-

1-,;, I. p . I . , 

H ALillUT, H ippoglossus v1tlgaris FI em . 
Called H alibu t in the North 20. 
Donegal :-Halibut L ; ~olbait 83, 89. 
Mayo :-OiJeba L; mo1le (L Achill); lehe mor 79 ; liathog 

Mhu ire 83. 
Galway :- L eithe6g Mbuire 72 ; ta'l~bot 86 ; b6-lea tha 58• 

15 

Kcl'l'y :-Lea tb6g Mhuire 38, 77 ; allebar<l 69 ; alabard 74 ; ailibut 
81 ; ta rbur (87 Ballydowd). 

Waterford :-Leath6g l\Ih uire 84 . 
Unlocalized: - Eilea.b6 Din ; sca lapbort 36 ; m6ile Din ; leath6g

.Mhuire (a kind of LHge turbot called Talbot O'R ). 
Scalaphort., given doubtfully 1by Scharff for Halibut, is more 

probably a Skate. 
LONG RouGu DAn, Dre pa.i1opsctta platcsso:-1,,,s (Fabr.) 

Waterford :-Daba ga1,bh 84. 

TumJO'J', Hh o111 lms max im1ts (L .) . 
Donegal :-'l'urbar t BO ; t uirbeir t 63; tuirbid 76. 
i\Iayo:-'l'm·baid 83 ; " tere•bith" 79. 
G;ilway :-'.l'ur'bait 26, 72 ; turbarcl 42 ; t urbart (17 Aran) 72 ; 

tut'b6d 73 ; t:arbard 60. 
ciare :-Turabaird 88. 
I<.erry :-Teorbai t ~34, 69, 81 ; leath6g Mbuire 74. 
Cork :-? L eath6g Mhuire 60 ; drabard M'C. 
\V.aterford :-Turb~rd , pron. t rnbard 84. 
U nlocalized :-'rurhait, -bairt, -·burd, -buird Din. 

BRILL, Hliomb·11s la cvis Ronde!. 
Britt in B elfast Market 16 ; also on the West Coast 36. 
Donegal :-Broit (Din Tory) 83. 
Mayo ;-Broit 93 ; lehe ga inim h 79. 
Galway :-Broit 28, 72 ; brill 73. 
Ke~TY :·-:-Broit 72, 74. 
Waterford :-Broi t 83 ; ceidh t 84 . 

Pennant, 1812, quoted lby Day 19, says that the Brill is 
known as " Kite " in D evonshire and Cornwall. 

MEGRIM, 111-noglossus m egastoma (Donov.). 

Called She-·sole in B elfast Market , Ox Sole or White Sole in 
D ublin Market 16. l\liearim at Howth 22. 

Galway :-Scioltan (17 Aran); leath6g lbb:in 86 ; funnan 73. 
Waterford: - Cuacha 84. 

'rol'IrnoT, ½engnpterns spp . 
Galway :-Leatha leica 86. 

BLACI< SOLE, Solca v11lgaris Quesn. 
Donegal :-S61 83 ; _ s61 dubh 89 ; leatba crnaidh 60. 
Mayo:-'l'ea? ga chait Din (24 A.chill); leithe6g dhub 83. 
Galway :-Sol 60 ; tean oa chait 72 · Jeatb6a dhubh 86 ; 

? lea th6g .bMn 17 ; "boon " 28 ; b~n dubh 73. 
Kerry :-S6il S34, 87 ; leath6g dhubh 74, 81. 
Waterford:-S61 dhu'bh 84. 
Unlocalizecl :_- L eadhib6g chiar O'R ; leadhbog Din ; ? l~ath6g 

bh an Dm; anpac-car F. 
Teanga cha.it is also used for a kind of seaweed in Connemara. 

. B onn means the sole of a boot a nd apparen tly is u sed also 
111 ,Co. Galway for the fish. The L atin sole·a means both a sandal 
and n kind of flatfish . 
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S A}; D SOLE, Solca lascaris 
~ alled 8ancl Sole lo<;ally in Galway. 
Galway :-Bun ganimhe 73 . 
W atedorcl:-S61 ghanimhe 84 . 

(~isso.) . 

PLAlCE, Plcnroncctcs platc .~~a L 
Spotty fluke about Portrush , or sail fluke, 1 to · 
D onegal :-Leatha bhallanach 50 ; l e it b bh ll 

3 
lbs., 20. 

~Iayo :-Leatha 61 ; leit b 24; le ith bhreac ; 3 _ach 
76

; l eith 82, 83. 
Gal way :- L eath6g 17 , 48 ; leath6g bhreac 23 . l 

plas 63 , 73, 86. ' entha 40 ; leit;J:- 72 . 
Clare :-Plas 88 . ' 
lterry :-Leath6g, li tbe6g S34; •b6-1ea tb6a 
Waterf~rcl :-Leathog bhreac 84. 0 74

; lea th6g bh rei,.c 8 
Unlocahzed :~Leatb6g Din ; ? ]eathoa O 

3 
· 

,bh_r_e~c I?m, 3 ; Jeideog (Din O~eat~)a~·bh Din; Jeath60 
pla1S1D Dm. ' b6-1eath6 n· b 

Leatha and leath6o are also used g lil; 
as the word Fluke ofte~ is generally for a fl 
I sle of Man :-Liehbage-~pottaoh 78 . . ny atfish , 

(spotted flatfish) . 0 
' i.e. leadhb6o-o spotacJ:, 

FLouxoi;;r.., Plcuronecles fl 
FI I 

csus L 
u -~ genera lly in I reland, Black-'back in · 

Antrim :-Lea:bog (67 R atblin) for leadh'b:elfast Lough 15 
Donegal:-Le1the fbioruisce 50 • leitb M'C g. · 
Ma~ :-Leith bh{m 83. ' ' 

76 ; leith ui 
Galway :-L~ithe duv 40 ; dubh-leatha 58 . see 8;1, 89 . 

72, 86 ; 1ea th6g 86. ' lea th p las . 
K eny:-Leadhb6g 74; 1eath6g dhearo 83 

73
; 1eatb a 

Waterf~rd :-Leath6g dhearg 84. 
0 

• 

U nloc~lized :- L eathog fhfor-uisce O'R n· 
Dm ; lea·dh'b6g 17 ; "li.obooe" (fl~ ~n ; Ieathoo- <lb 

• sillfeadh 37. 0 0 un e r or flu]~ earg O'R ,e 3 ) · s u' 'l .I ' · l na 

A t 

. DAn, Plcuroncctcs limanda L . 
n r im :-Gobog 67. 

Donegal :- Scearbog 83, 89. 
Galway :-Leath6a 72 73 86 
Kerry :-Daba 83.

0 

' ' · 

Li;;MO.\' Sor.E, Plc11roncctcs m • 

L S 
zc rocc ph I 

emon , ole in B elfast Fish market F. . a Vs D 011 0 1 

_Lemon D ab in B elfast 19. B a~tar<lench Sole at '· 
, and l\Iaiden Sole in B elfast Market 20

80le at P o -t _Youghal 15. 
Gahrny :- L eathog i\D111 ire 86 · bun r . 1 lush , Lemon 
Kerry :- L r.ath6g rnb{n 74. ' unota 73 
Waterford :-,-861 shleamha in 84 
:.Vlary Sol~ jn Scotland 19. · 

\Vl'rc lf on \ V111·rE Sou:, Plcuroncctcs 
vVhi te 80!0 general in Ireland 15. c y r, 0 glossus 
Galway :- B un geal 73. (L.). 

i1 

l( c rry :-Leatb6g bban, g h eal H . 
Wn terford ::-S6 1" bht~-o 84. . 
"(JnJocal ize cl :-? L eatb6g bh::\n Dm. 

p 1r£FJ S JI, S iphono13lo 111 a, 8ygnatl111 s ·mcl N . 1 . 

1
.
1 1 

,. • J c1op 118 spp 
It is un 1 ,e y tuat the various Pipefisb h • · 

til e \;\form Pipefi sb, resemble one another bs, ,w ich all, except 
. I.· b , a , e separate names 
in n s . 
, , E a rl " ju Sout~ of Ireland 19. 
i\fayo:-Corramh1ne 32 [?=co1-r ua itbue or ua · ] 
·
8 

n\waY :-~ni'tth-iasc 25 ; snathad mhara 58 7~1

~e 1· 
T , • 1 I 1 8'' , , c oo-na n1ara 73 

. \,\T::i-terforc :- ar a "' · . o , . 
Unlocalized:-Snathad mhara Dm ; broidiasc (17 SF)· b· . 

( needlefish O'R). · · , rod1asc 

·worn! P1PEFISfl, Ncropli is bm1briciforn1is (Yarr.). 

Galway :-Snathad (17 A.I. ). 

SuHISU, Ortliagoriscus mola (L.) . 

This species sh?uld 'be distinguished from_ the B asking Shark 
" ·hicll, on tbe Vi est . Co?st of Ireland, 1s also called the 
Sunfish. 'l'l~e two sp_~c1es m no ,my resemble each other exce· t 
in their habit of basl,mg at the surface of the water. Both a~e 
frequen t on the vV~st Const and are well kno~n to fishermen. 
'l'bey appear to _s~are the same names both m :B,nglish and I rish. 
i\l[ayo :-fosc gre1~e 7~. . 
Galway :-Liomlia;1, l10:11h{111 greme 73. 
Kerry :-Le;.1th -bh1d (~m Blaskets) . 
V/ a terford :-Sea~·c gre1~e 84. " . 
Unlocalizecl:-M10l greme L ; iesk na grien" (mola 3) . 

L ea·th;bhid ::incl Homh{m are forms of leibbeadha, leviathan. 

SAUION, Salmo salar L. 
The Salmon h a~ many names in Irish, some of them in 

general use , other lite1:ary ?r local , and each sto.ge in its life 
· .history has its ow1~ d~s1gna ~10n. 

F or Salm on 111 its widest sense the word bradan is in 
universal use with small clifferen_ces in local pronunciation, e.g. 
burclan R ing. Other words not m general use are eo, gen. iach 
O'R Din ; ore O'R , ,mn ; eigne mn; eiGlire O'R ; toineamh Din . 
fea.r' tuinne (DW, Dfn); alliub;ias Din, 30 ; fir-iasc (Aisl. Din) '; 
coLgan Din ; meas O R ; ease O R ; m aighre O'R ; rae O'R. 
I s le of Nian :-Braclclan 78. 
PARR AND s~10LT S : -Sam let or jcnkin (5 Derry) (6 Kilkenn~,) 

j inkins = parr and fry= smolts in R. F oy le 20 ; ginkin 
(Harri s 15 R. B ann); l::ispring 29 , 86 ; lbranlin (Rutty 15); 
streamer (4 Galway); gravelling ( = pat-r 12 R. L ee) 29 ; 
geal6g Din (52 T eelin); giliclin (a salmon or trout fry, Din) 
31 ; gra velin ( = parr 11 R. Shannon); gio16g (8 Waterford); 
bonn ->bh rndan (84 \Vaterforcl); streamer or o-ravellino 
(12 B andon); rudeen 29. 

0 

" 

GRILSE, i .e . fish r eturning to fresh water after one year in the 
sea.; som etimes called P eal in the South of Ireland. In 
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England Peal means a White Trout: - Graul (12 Antrim, 
D own), (4 Down), (5 Derry) , (13 N. of Ireland), (13 R. 
Erne), (65 Derry), (92 Ireland). The word Graul seem s 
in recent years to have largely dropped out of use. Greallsa, 
grealsacl: Din ; maighre ( a young salmon Din) ; maighrean 
O'R, Dm ; muog (50 Donegal); lbradu.n samhraidh (64. 
Galway) , (68 Donegal); bradan beag ( 611 Galway) · curnan 
_(,13 I~erryt " gilleen " [ =gilin] (85 Kilk

1

enny, R. Barrow); 
culhgan, colgan (13 R. Boyne); samhnan, samhnacha n 31. 

SPRING ~ALMON:-Bradan earraigh (50 Donegal) ; bradan an 
earra1gh (60 Galway) ; gruanach (male sprin" salmon Din 
Mayo) ; corra ,gh io"bach ( male salmon 71 Munst;r) · corranach 
(male salmon L ); " t idy " (13 W exford). ' ' 

KEur or Sp ent Salmon. R elt or S la t is the English name in 
general use:-Keeve (12 B undrowes) (13 R. Erne). "Judy" 
( 65 Kerry) ; " slanger " (29 Mayo) ( 65 B allin a) ( 65 R. 
Owenduff) (16 R. Gle namoy) ; rbradan sceithte (48 Galway) 
t 64 Galway) (50 Donegal); bradan crion 13 • criol-iasc 
( 49 L eenane) ; " sponeen " 13 ; gadluine L ;' " l_arry " 
(13 R. B oyne). 

\VmTE TnouT on SEA 'InouT, Sa.l1no lrntta L. 
Though the White Trout is strictly only a m igratory r ace 

of the B rown Trout it. is ~niversally looked on as distinct. 
Donegal:-Breac geai M C, 50, 82, 89 ; breac ban M'C 
Mayo :-Breac geal 13 ; bradan 6g 13. · 
Galway:-Breac geal M'C, 17, 49, _64 ; breac 'ban 40, 72 , 86 ; 

1breac mara (17 A.I. vern.) ; hathan M'C , 2 , 64 ; iasgan 
geal 73. 

Clare: - Breac geal 88. 
K erry :-Bi-eac ,geal M'C , 74, 81, 87 ; liathan 81. 
Waterford:-Breac gea.l 84. 
Unlo~alized:-:--Breac geal 0'~ ; 1b~·eac ban Din ; geallog O'R ; 

hatb6g Dm ; colgan (Plunl,e_t Dm); !ban bhreac L ; maighrean 
Din ; samhlachan IDm ; ma1ghre Jean Din ; '' colagan , , 21 ;_ 
breac fionn 29. 

F'INNOCK or young White Trout. 
Galway :-" Coonoon" (12 Connemara) ?=cuinin. 

BROWN 'l'ROU'l' , Salmo frutta L. 
Antrim :-Breac 67 . 
Donegal :-Breac 50 ; lbreac dubh 70; breac ruadh 68; breac 

donn 76 , 89. 
Mayo: - Breac 61. 
Galway :- Breac 2 , 42, 48 , 49 ; 'breac donn 64, 72 , 86 ; breac 

r uadh 60 ; iasgan donn 73 . 
Kerry :-Breac 41 ; ,breac ruadh 74, 87 ; breac donn 81. 
W a terford :-Breac 8 ; breac donn 84. 
I s le of Man :- Breac 78. 

The word breac unqualified m ay b~ taken to mean B rown 
Trout t hi:oughout Irela~d as Trout}oes 1,~ English, t,hough sGrne
times it 1s , used ~s eq~ ivalent to fi sh ; a~d conversely Irish
speakers with an imperfe~t knowledge of English seem sometimes 
to use . ., trout " as rneanmg " fish." 

HJ 

Various types of t rou t have often dist inctive local names :-
Lake 'l'rout:-Gi ll:-lroo, .giol1a ruadb , a. form of lake trout 15, 1;, 

ete. , in common use ; dolocban, duileacban O'R (4 L oug 1 

Neagh) (5 Lough Neagh); ·bodach (17 L ough Erne) (4 ~ ough 
Neagh) (29 L ough Neagb) (21 Galway) 15 ; donnachan 3-6, 
64 ; suileachan 36. 

Slob Trout:-Sonagban (65 Sligo); " tboun a " ?=sonagh~n 
(70 vV. D onegal); dolachan (21 Portrusb) (20 N . of I re
land); samlach{m (61 l\Iayo); luog 27 ; lob trout (~0 Ken-y) . 

Other names for trou t: - " G ubbawn," "gubbabawn (a small 
t rout 11 Delphi, Co. Mayo) (13 Kylemore) (a small yellow 
trout 13 Co. Mayo); " cro_neen " (yellow trout of a~out 2 lb~-, 
13 River Shannon) (large trout 65 Ri ver Brosna) ; crudeen · 
(spawnina lake trout 29); laidin (a tiny trout 8 Wate~-ford) ; 
ioman (l"i""ibrown trout Din);· •boirlin (a tiny 1!1ount~m } a,ke 
t rout Din); uman (of a•bout a pound 64 Maam t.,ross), br_icm, 
a little t rout O'R , Din ; dui:bh-·bbreac (a yonng trout, a wmter 
trout I;)in); gorman (a greenish . trout Din); sio1;llach _(an 
eel-like trout with a large bead Dm); ? geal6g (a little ~rout• 
Din); ailidhe (a litt le trout Din); ? cuileac (Ke1:ry) , cileac 
( a small trout Din); codlatan Din ; al_a, eala (Dm Kerry); 
cail, cailin, cuilin Din ; boiseog 91 ; ge1teog 91. 

CHAR, Sal-velill'l1s spp. 
There are several species of Char in I reland •but they can 

only be distinguished by experts. 
Mayo:-Niuirnin (15 lakes in Mayo). 
Galwa;y :-Mufrnin (15 L ough Corrib). . 
Kerry :-Ruadh-bhreuc 74 ; " bobbin," breac. bmdhe 29. 
Unloco.lizea:-Ruadh bhreac 36 (red trout Dm) -

Formerly known as "Whiting in L ougli Neagh 15, but now 
extinct there. 

POT.LA N, Corcgonw: 710!/cw 'l'hom ps. . . · . 
'!'hough Pollan is an I rish word it is afways met with m i ts 

I~nglish form . The short ending, pollan i·ather th~n I?ollan, 
stirmests that it oricrinated in L ouc,h Nea

0
ah, from which it wasf 

oo o o . th o 
first, recorded. Proba,bly the sam e word as P owan, e name 
a closely allied fish which is found in L och Lamond. Tho~pson 
-says that the Pollan is called Cunn by the fishermen at Killaloe 
on the Shannon . 
L ough Nea,gh :-Pollan (1744 4) (Nevil 1712, quoted by Day 19) · 
Lou.gh :1Iehoin :- P ollen (18,!5 12). 

ARGENTINE, Argentina, sphyraena L. 
No I rish name has yet been noted. 

· GAnFrsn, Bhamphistoma be/on e (L .). 
Called H orn-eel in B elfast B ay and Mackerel Scou t in Strangforcl 

Lough , Spearling at P ortrush, Spanish Mackerel a t Round-
stone 15. · 

H orn-eel at P or trush, Spea rl ing (not in use in 1884) 20 . Sp~nish 
Mackerel is in general use on the West Coast. 
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JJonegal :-Caombnucb mu d ais 50 ; gobacb ( swordfish Din 
Tory), 83. 

Mayo :- Corr gbobach 24, 83 ; rounacb Spainneach 79. 
Galway :-Ronnach Spainneacb 25, 36, M , 58, 60, 73 ; corr 

ghobach 63 ; gobach 83. 
Clare :-Ma ic::ead Spainneach 88. 
Kerry :-Spiairlint M 'C, 34, 5:i, 74, 81 ; " speirl ing " 38, 57 ; • 

corr ghobach 83 ; lucb fhai rrge (M'K, Din) . 
\Vaterford :-Maicreal Spa.inn each 84. 
Unlocalized:-Corr gbobacb Din ; gaithle, gaithleang Din~ lainn

iasc Din ; bior-iasc 37. 
Scot tish Gaelic :-Go'bbaichEl ardnasoar 19. 

Spiai.rlin1t and Corr ghobach are •also used for the Sand-eel. 

SKIPPER, Sco111bresox saurus \Valg. 
R esem bles a small Gar.6.sh and probably passes under the 

same Irish name. It is much scarcer in inshore waters th an 
the Gar.6.sh. 

FLYING-FISH, Exor.oetus volitans L. 
Seen occasionally on the West Coast- of Ireland . 
Galway :-Breac eitill 68. 

Pnm, E sox lucius L. 
Mayo :-Lius 32 ; giosan O'R. 
Galway :-Gailliasc 2, 72 ; lus, pl. lusaigh 13. 
Kerry :-Lius 7 ; gailliasc 81 . 
Waterford:-Gailliasc 8 . 
Wes tmea tb : - Giosan O 'R. 
Roscommon :-Giosan O'R. 
Unlocalized :-Gailliasc O'R, Din, 17 ; lus, lius Din ; gedas O'R ; 

geadas O'R, Din; gios~n, gios6g Din ; " ga1iesk or lusc " ~ ; 
Gedd or aade near Moray Firth and Lowland Scotch 19 ; gedda rn 0 . 

Danish and Norwegian. 

HERRING, Olitpea harengus L. 
Universally called scad an in Irish, or scad an (67 Ratblin). 

Other names recorded are capa'.l c:iimbeacb ( a very large 
herring Din Yougbal) and cle1tbn·e scadain (a large herring 
Din). 

I sle of Man: - Skeddan 78. 

S P RAT, Clupea spralt11s L. 
Donegal: - iVIagbar M 'C, 50, 69, 83 ; scadan beag 68. 
Mayo:-" Spracb " 83. 
Galway :-Staodban (17 A.I. vern .); stbine 16 ; bioranach 72, 86 ; 

si61 73 ; spracbt 83 ; stuifini, pl. M'C. 
Kerry :-Saillean, salan M'C, 44, 59, 74, 87 ~ sprui t, pl. S34; 

bioranach 83 . 
Clare :-Don an 88. 
Watedord :-Bioranach (Din R ing) 84; spra t Sili. 
Unlocalized :-I acb , pl. !Din ; maghar, pl. mai a11ri Din; sardail 

Din ; sprot, pl. spruit Din ; geal6g 0'.R; saillean Din ; 
" breekine-dune " 3 ? =lbricin donn. 

t- . 
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Some of these names may, as is the English name, be 
applica ble to any small fish and not specifically to t he sprat . 

P rr.cnAtW, Ch1pca pilclwn/11 .~ Walb. 

The pilchard is u southern species "·hich from time _to tin:ie 
visi ts t he south and south-\\"est coasts of Ireland , sometimes 111 

"l'eat abundance. The sardine is a young pilchard. 
.Donegal :-Pilsear 83 , 89. 
Mayo :-Spilsear 83. . 
Ual\\"ay :-Pilsear (17 A.I. ) 72 ; sptlsear 83.. . 
Kerry :-Seirdin M'C, 38, 41 , 69 , 74, 87 ; p11sear 81 , spilsear 83. 
\Vaterford:-Speillsear 84. . . . . 
Un localized :-Pilsear O'R , Din ; seirdin O'R , Dm ; sardail Din , 

geilrnin Din ; ? gabhar Din. 

J\r.L1s AND TnwAITE S11ADS, Ol11pea alosa L. , C. fontii Guv. 

Called B ~ny H orseman (B all, 15, Cappoquin) (Godfr~y, f_ist0J6), 
(l<oley, Lismore); " called B ony Norsem en m 1e an 
(C. finta 19) possibh· a misprint. " They are called Ch?ps 
and in Irish Trascain° '' (2 Lough Corrib) . French Hernng 
in Lough Erne (G. alosa.93). . 

Galway :-Trascain, p l. (2 Lough Cornb) · . . 
Kerry :-"Goureen" [ =gabhairin] (471:Ztllarney) (14 K11larney). 
Westmeath: - " Goaske " 1 ?=gabhar-wsc. 
Waterford :....,....Gabhar 84. 
Unlocalizecl :-Gobhar O'R ; gobhar uisge 17. has 

There may have •been some confusion , as Thompso_1k 
surrCYested (15), 1beb\\·een uhe Shad and t he Sen,~ 0 b·j or!~ 
i\I;~kerel, wh ich also is called Ga.bhm· in Kerry._£ !, r 18~:d) 
(Din) , following O'Reilly (O'R ), gives ''. Alewi e . 1._e.t ded 
11s the meaning of Scad{rn ga1'bh when obviously Scad _ibs m eSnh 

1
· 

cl I b T ,. • f Lou ah Corr1 are ac , Ihaveassume trnt te raSC<.LtnO o . S l t 
though Lane's Dictionary-gives Troscnn as meamng me · 
Scottish Gaelic : - Gaibhar F. 

ComroN EEL, AnguiUa v 11lgarii; Flem . 

Culloch . collach, bunter-eel or gorb-eel (broad-snoutef {ft1.); 
weed-eel (medium-snouted) , scull-eel or B a1;n-e{ 

66 
West: 

Neagh a.nd R. B ann). F ong [ =thong] (sma ee 
rneath) . . 

Antrim:-" Collacb " 15 ; casconn (67 Rathlm I.) . 
Donegal :- Eascon 50, 76, 82. 
Mayo :-Eascoin 21 , 24, 46, 71 ; eascon 61. ) 
Galway :-Eascon M'C, 2, 26 , 40, 48, 63 ; esc6n (17 A.I. vem. ' 

eascu 72 ; eascoin M'C . 
Clare :-Eascu 88. 
Kerry :- Eascu S34, IJ,1 , 74. 87 ; "heasconn " M'C . 
Cork : -Easr:!un (36 'vV. Cork). 
Waterford :-Easct'.1 84. . , . 
Unlocal ized :-Eascl'.1 O'R, Din ; E)ascon, ensconn Dill ; easga OR , 

easgan O'R ; " asequin or uscue " 3. 
rsle of Man : -As tan 7~. 
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ELVER. 

Liobh6g Din (33 Cappoquin) (12 R. Black water, Co. Cork) 
(61 ·Mayo); luath6g pl. (58 Connemara); geal6a (a white eel 
Din) (an eel O'B). 

0 

CoxGER EEL,, Conger 1•1ilgaris Cuv. 
Skull Conger , below 20 lbs. (20 P ortrush). 
Donegal :-Eascon 83; eascon mor 50, 68 ; eascon macla 76 · can a 

eascaoine (Q.L. Din). ' 
Mayo :-Eascon 32 , 79 ; eascon m ara 83. 
Galway:-Eascon M'C , 40, 42 ; eascon fairrge (17 A.I. vern.); 

eascu fairrge 72 . 
Clare:-Cunncar 88. 
Kerry :-Eascu 44, 59 ; eascu fairrge M'C, 74, 81; easct'.t m ara. 81. 
Cork:-Easc{1 60. · 
Waterforcl :-Eascu channcairt 84. 
Unlocalized :-Creig~wg Din ; easct'.1 fa irrge O'R, Din ; caran creige 

O'R ; creagag OR. · 
I sle of Man :-Astan varrey_ 78. 

CARP, Cypriniis carpio L. 
Kei:ry :-Carbanach uisge (a carp-fish Din). 
Unlocalized:---:? Carb:in 117 ?'R) ! carb:inach uisge O'R). 

The meanl!'lg of car·ban given :n O'Reilly's Dict ionary is sail 
fish, not carp ,_ though_ quoted. by 17 as from O'R. Carban is 
however used m Scottish. Gaelic for a carp. 
Scottish Gaelic :-Cai1·b, carabanach F ; (!arbhan Dw. 

GuoGEON, Gobio fluviatilis H.cncl. 

Kerry :-Bronnad Din. . 
Unloca lized :-Guda O'R , Din ; ga istiun Dirf, 1st ed.; guiscl iun 

O'R ; bronag (17 S.F.). 
Scottish Gael ic :-Bronnag O'R, Dw, F. 

DACE, L c11.c isc1ts lc11cis11s (L. ). 
Only occurs in the River Blackwater, Co. Cork where it was 

in trodu ced in the 19t~ century. ' 
Unlocalized:-Deas (A . Dm), an English word. 

l\I1NK0W, Plwxin11s lacvis •" , 
. -'-bfl8~ . 

Antrim :-illileastrach Dm, 37. 
Don egal :- ~\lidin Di_n, M'~ ; gearridln M'C 
i\{:1yo :- Br1cm (possfbly St1ckle1back 64) 
Galway :-Lfbin M'C; bt'.1dh6g M'C. ' . 
Kerry :-Ucaire 74 ; it'.1cai re Din, 37. 
Un localized :-Lfbfn (leidhb/n) leam han D' . . .. 

iucaire Din · 'bodairlin Din. s ·ia ' . m , ? pmc/n Dtn, 
aeari-aidin 91 · bioran L · don'air Cid aim

1
hne O'R ; bricln L ; 

,., · ' ' , eam 1naiah L · 
Proba:bly m ost these names do not a 1 "' : . 

i\Iinnow and a.re used incliscrtminatel f ~p Y specifically to the 
fi sh The Minnow is 1believecl by Y 01 any sm all freshwater 
j-11 to. Jt-elancl. many to have been introdu ced 

Scottish Gaelic :-Bioran cleamhnuidh F. 'Id . h , sg1 aim n e A. 
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TEXCH, Ti11 ca v11.lgaris Cuv. 

Vlaterford :-Lis 8 . 
Kilkenny :-Lios Din. 

Iluno, Lcuci8c 11s cryt.hrop/1tlrnlnws L. 
'l'he Rudel is called R oach everywhere in Ireland. The t rue 

Roach is only found in the Cork Blackwater where it has been 
introduced. 

Mayo :-R6iste 64 ; r6istin 21. 
Galway :-R6isteach 2 ; r6iste 72. 
Unlocalizecl :- R6iste O'R ; r6isteach O'R, Din ; "rosdagh" 3; 

ta16g Din;? b reac mara O'R ;? breac 30._ . , . , 
As Scharff has pointed out, Roach, given m O Reilly s 

Dictionary as the meanina of breac 'becli, is p ro'bably an error for 
L onch . 'l 'he mistake has 

0

been copied in the R.l.A. list 17. 

BREAM, Abra.mis brama L. 
iVfoyo :- Breamine 64 (English with Irish plural). . 
Unlocnl izecl :-Brean, ibran Din ; ·breantacl (also Se:1 B ream Dm) • 

L oACII, Cobitis barbat11la L. 
" Called Red Beard, B eard-clod, Killoch, Cullocn-ru_e and Coleen-

ruadh (red girl) " 15. " Collier ' '. in Co. Dublm. 
Kilkenny :-Cailleach 85. · · 
Ga lway :-Cailleach (6~ Black Ri ver) , killoch (13 Lough D ~rg) · 
Limerick :-Cailleach ruaclh (11 R. Shannon)• 
Louth :-Cailleach 13. -
Kerry :-Cailleach ruaclh 74, 81. 
Corle - " Coll ie " or cailleach ruadh 75. 
Waterford :-Cailleach ruadh 8. 
U nlocalizecl :-Cai!Jeacb ruaclh Din 29 ; ? breac bi din 17 · 
Scottish Gaelic: - Braac bedi O'R / breac b eididh Dw, HS, F. 

STURGEO~, Acipcnscr stmio L. 
Galway :-Brad:in fearna M'C, 40, 72, 73. 
Clare :- - Bra clan fearna 88. 
Kerry :- Bradun fearna M'C, S34, 44, 57 ; bradan fearnan 74. 
\Vnterforcl :-Bradan fearna 8~. 
Un localized :-Braclan fearna Din ; stirean O'R, Din ; " bradane

tarnagh " 3. 

BLUE SrrAHK , Oarcliarias gla11c1/8 L. 
Donegal :-Beathacb gorm 51 , 53: ? famaire 50, 51. 
J\ Iayo :-Searc gorm 79. 
Galway:-Searc gorm 72, 86 ; lia,ban gorm 73. 
Clare:-? Famaire 54. 
Kerry :_.l\tfaclradh gorm 57, 59 ; m aclradh gorm 74 ; craosaire gorm 

87 ; searc gorm M'C. 
Cork :-Famaire (a species of dogfish O'R Skull). . 

One or more of these names may belong to the Tope ~Yh1ch. 
nccording to Thompson 15, is somebirnes called 1",be Blue D ogfish. 

It ~eems proba'bla that fama ire, althougl1 it has ·not _b~en 
definitely identified, is the B lue Sl1ark, which is a summer :11s1tor 
to our western shores. It is the same word as p almmr~ or 
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folmaire (meaning according to Dinneen a palmer a p ilgrim, a 
kind of dogfish). O'Reilly 's Dictionary says that the n am e is 
used for summer batbers at K ilkee, Co. Clare. 

TOPE, Galc11s v1llgaris Flem . -
F amrie on th e North Coast 20. 
Mayo:-Gob6g or madadh garbh 79. 

Sl\lOOTH Hou x o , M,istcl11s v11lgaris M. and H. 
" Stinkard in Ireland, due to its odour " 19. 
i\-Iayo:-Sgoirneach 79. 
Kerry :-Madradh glas S34 ; ? madradh crorm S34 
I sle of i\Ian :-Bock glass 78. 0 

· 

· P oRBI::AGLE, Lamna. corniibica L. 
Irish name not yet ident ified. 

BASKl:-IG SnARI<, Cctorhinus maxi1n ,
1 

G 1s unn 
Commonly called Sunfish on the West Coast f l · 1 · 
Donegal :- Liaban 50, 52 , 68 ; liamhan 76· \ ~~ and- . 

pe ist 1:1-Mr 82 ; __ " mulc1~on" (45 Tory).' ia un greme 68 ; 
Mayo :-L1aban greme 32 ; h aban 79 ; searc are· 

90 Galway :-Lia,ban greine M'C , 40 58 73 . 0ia ine .-
0reine. 72 81 · liabhan m6r M.'C 5'3 ' sc greme 25; searc 
0 1 , , • 

Ula re :- Liomhan greine 88. 
Keny :-Liop an da lapa (unwieldy beast with t . 

s ic1rc 57 ; ainmbide n o. seolta (mor.ster w:~h fi~s), l~opa 59; 
taibh/n 87 ; " p ea scan seoil " (piastan se~·l) t

8
• 
3
-e,.. sails) 74 ; 

Waterford :-Seoltoir 84. 1 
"'· 

Unlocalized :-? Saimhin (a young sunfish Din) . cai ·bh . 
fish O'R), Jiomb a,n gre ine Din. ' r an (sa1l-
Some_ of th ese n am es are also used for the true Sunfi b 

(Ort!iagon.~cu.s). 's 
T he names seolt_oir_, ainrnhicle na seo1ta and pias t an ts-eoi l 

refer to the la rge sail-ltk
1
e dorsal fin_ which is carried above th e 

surfa~e of t_h~ wat_e r. 1 he word ca11Jbhan, given by O'Reilly as 
meanmg sadf1sh, is_ prdbably Lhe tbasking sha rk. 

. Mr. Gogan poin ts ou b that liabhan is the same word as 
le viathan . 
Scottish Gaelic:-"Muldoon" (55 Moray Firth) . " · Id wne " 

45 ; ceadban F. , mu o Y 

'I'he five p receeding fisl1, which reach a l 
morn are aenerally known as sharl·s. th £ ength of five feet or 

' ,., ' ' e our' h ' h f 11 b · much, smallc1·, are comm onl_y caT!ecl dogfish. v ic o ow, emg 
. Seam us :\Iac Con Ioma1re 58 gives the 

wh1c:h occur on the Connemarn coast v · n;mes of four sharks 
8goil'!1each and Liwbh{m g1·e in e or Lia~1·· ' earc gorrn, Gobog. 
pl'ovisionnlly be icl enfified ~vith the ·Blu ~~1 m ot·, wh ich may 
H ound and B asking Shark. The Smoo~h• a rk , Tope, Smooth 
and J?01:beagle . a re said_ to be collective] 1tound, Blu~, Shark 
gorun1s ' (? go1rneach) m AchiJl 90. Y nown as Searc 

Ot her names for unidentified sharks 
g ins (man-eating shark L), ? maoil 36_ are mfol draide L, boc 

S.1ALL S PO'l"l'ED D0Gns11 , Scil/i111,·, ca11 ic1tla (L .). 

Blind Dogfish or Rough Dog 15. 
An trim:--'Muirleach caoch Din ; muirleac (43 Portste,,·art) 80. 
Donegal :-Dallog chaoch Din, 50, 51 , 83 ; mac1aclh caoch 82 ; 

? gobach 68 ; gobog 89. 
Mayo :- Dallog chaoc 61, 79 ; freangach 32 ; madadh garbh 24 ; 

dallog 90. 
Galway:-Freangach M'C , 25, 40, 58; fleangach 42 ; m adac1h 

garbh 49 ; Jearmhacla 72 . 
Clare :-Freangach 88. 
Kerry :-Cailleach bhreac S34, 57, 59, 74, 87 ; mac1ra breac 

S34, 81. 
Waterford :-Madra glas 84 ; mac na- ban ar tla 84 (son of the 

n urse) . 
Un localized :-Mada.clh ga1:bh Din, l sb ed.; cnilleaeh bhreac Din, 

1st ed.; ? lear-mhadaclh ( a dogfish O'R) ? dallog chaochDin. 
Isle of Man :- Gobbag or Blind Gob bag 78. 

The egg-cases of this dogfish, mermaid purses in English, 
are known as puitsin cailleach an ts:iile Din. 

LARGE SPOTTED DoGr-rsu, Scil/ i11111 cal11l11s (Cuv .) . 

Closely resembles the above except in s ize and is probably 
often mistaken for it. 
Mayo :-Macladb mor 32 ; dailach· 79. 

BLACK-.1ou·1·11ED DOGFIS H , Pristiunrn 111clano1;to11111 .~ H afin.). 
\ Va terford : - F ldeog 84. 

S PU R D oG, Pw1rn, DoG OR ~ l1RSG H ourrn, 
1lca.nthia.s v11lgaris Risso. 

Called Picky Dogs in the North 16 (18 B elfast L. ) . The English 
n ame comes from the spine in front of each of the two dorsal 
fins. Goboy at Portrush (? misprin t for gobog) 20. 

.A ntr im :- Go'bach 80. 
Derry :- Gabach 5 , 80. 
Donegal :-Maclac1h gai-bh Din, 50, 51 , 62 ; m adadh scaclain 

-Din, 68 ; ? madadh e isg 82 ; g(jb6g 83. 
i\luyo :-Fiogach 32 , 61 , 79, 83 ; m acladh garbh 61. 
Galway:-Fiogach M'C, 25, .JO, 42, 49, 58, 63, 83. 
Clare :- Fiogach 54, 88. 
Keny:-Maclra. 59, 83 ; fiogach M'C, 74 ; m adra iasc 57. 
Waterford :- 1\Iadra gat<bh 84 ; scailpin Din, 84. 

'l:he n am e scailpin is also used in vVaterforcl for the 
Dragonet. 
Scottish Gaelic :-Gobag D w. 

AK<.iGI.- 0 1: :\IoxK- FIS II , JU1ina sq11a li11 a L. 
Donegal :--'Moldunt 50 ; iasc m anaigh 83. 
i\Iayo :-B n'thha ir 24, 83 ; roe aingil 79. 
Galway :-Brathair 83. 
Kerry :-Dat m ara 57 ; lbratha ir 74, 83 ; peictiu.ir an duine 

(74 Blaskets) . 
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Waterford:-Brathair 84. 
Unlocalized :-Manach O'R ; bratlrnir (fiddle fish Din); brathair 

m6r (friary fish Din); 

ELECTRIC RAY, 'l'orpcclo nobiliana B onap. 
Waterford:-Angla 84. 
Kerry :-Craimpiasc 74, 81. 
Unlocalized :-Craimpiasc O'R Din· orc-iasc O'R • 0 • ( t d 

fish Din). ' ' ' re a orpe o 

Trm GOMilIOK SKATE, Haja batis L. 
Caillach in N . Cork 20. 
Antrim :-Scat (67 Antrim). 
Donegal:-Scat Din, 76 ; scite mhara. 51 . 
lviayo:-" Goostia" (79 Achill, Iniskea) ; ? =guisLe. 
~al way :-Sornan 72 ; scalaphort 58. 
Clare :- Sunndar 88. 
Kerry :-Sornan _Din ; sunndar 73 (sand6r). 
Waterford :-B amseach 84 ( = lban6irseacl1 fe 1 f I 
U l 1. d ? s , ma e o sea ')) 

n oca 1ze :-. calaphort ( a large fla t-fish Din) · · 
Isle of Man :-Scarrag 78. · 

. 'rhe egg-case of the Skate is known as P6ca h a 
(74 Kerry). an m a a ruadh 

Lo~G-Nos~o S1<A'l'E, Raja oxyrhynclms L. 
No Irish name has been noted. 

Isle of Man :-Peegach 78. 

SHAGREEN RAY, Raja fullonica L. 
Called " Piper " at Portrush 20. 

T11onNDACK OR MAIDEN RAY, Raja clava ta L. 
Donegal :-Scite garbh 50, 51. 
Galway :-~calaphort Fra~rncach 2 ; 1iopa rotha 72 . 
Kerry :-L10pa rQtha (ma1d~n r ay 38). 
Waterford:-Rotha garbh 84. 
Unlocalized :-Raighe ga1•bh (rough ray Din); scite (maiden 

r a,v Din) . 
_. As most :fishermen do_ ~~t distinguish between the various 

J,1nds ~f ~ay, or at. most d1v1cle them into R ough and Smooth 
R:ays, 1t 1s n~t possible to _allot the names found in use to the 
dd'ferent species. It has l:ieen assumed that th R h R · 
the Thornback. ' e ,oug ay JS 

SPO'l"l'ED oii SMOOTH RAY Raja 1//ac ulata ]\If , ' , - oncagt1 . 
B engore Skate in Lough Foyle 20. 

, BLONDE RAY, Raja brachyura L af ._ 
Not usually distinguished from the Smooth 

0

; :y. 

Cuc1wo RAY, Raja circ·ularis Cot1ch. 
No local name has yet 1been noted. 
'l' he following names Eave been noted • 

general :- as meanmg ray in 

Roe (112 Connemara) (73 Aran) (58 Oonnemara) (Din Aran) . 
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Hotli,t Din (57 Kerry) (44 Kerry) (81 Kerry) 83 (59 Kerry) 
(60 Cork). 

::idte Din; scat (83 )Donegal) ; ·· sgieat" (83 Mayo). 
Liop rotha (S34 Kerry ); liopa rotha L ; liop (59 Kerry). 
Cailleach (5 Derry). 

Different kinds have been called scite lea tha- ( smooth ray 
51 _Donegal), scite fineal~a (smooth r ay 50 Donegal), s_cite 
mb111 (smooth ray 51 Doneaal), raiabe robin (smooth ray Dm), 
scite bhallanach ( spotted r~y 51 D~neaal), buachaill na scadan 
(a_ large ray L ), rotha breac (74 Ken;,), Dha chineal . . . na 
ruic .. . an ce:rnn rn!1i a-gus an ceann ga11bh (58 Connemara). 

LA)IPRE,, l'ct romyzon marinus L. 

~onegal:-Lamparal 50. 
Galway:-Laimpre 2. 
Kerr;y :-Naid 74. 
Waterf~rd: -Breac an da shuil deag 84. . . . 
Unlocalizecl :- Buarach na baoithe O'R ; bathnaid 30 ; na1cl Dm ; 

lo1mpre Din ; rochuajdh O'R ; rosual, reasual (O'G, O'R); 
ollapheist O'R ; " macloge " 3. . . . 
Tl:ie twelve eyes ( cla shuil deag) are the S IX gill openmgs on 

each side of the head. 
Scottish Gaelic:-Beidhaidh lano-erilach O'R, F ; rucshuel F. 

' 0 

RIVER LAMPIU:Y, P ctro 1r1.yzon fl'uviatilis L. 
U nlocalized :-Piast an da shuil deag Din. , 
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B u t ter,fish 
Cal l ionymus 
Caranx 
Car charias 
Carp 
Cat.Jfl ;;l1 
Cepo'. a 
Cetorhinus 
Char 
Clupea 
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